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The Good,The Bad and the Tenacious
By Debbie Coburn

For all its ups and downs, trials and tribulations, the year 2015 was a good
year for Four Corners Equine Rescue. Our end of the year numbers tell the story 17 horses entered our gates while 36 went out. That is a remarkable year! But
that’s not the whole story. The blood, sweat and tears of many supporters and volunteers went into making that happen. We were operating at capacity (still are),
and many creative solutions were utilized in helping horses without actually bringing them physically into the rescue. We facilitated donkeys and horses going to
other rescues. We made contacts between private individuals to get a horse to
safety, and helped people with short term alternatives for expenses they couldn’t
manage on their own. And sadly, we also had to say no.
This year people across the country are blessed with low gas prices. For us
in our oil and gas production dependant county this is not so much a blessing.
While the national unemployment rate falls to 4.9% and New Mexico’s is at 6.7%,
San Juan County is up to 7.3%. With gas prices predicted to remain low for the
next year, layoffs continue. And as people in the animal welfare sector will tell you,
the first to suffer are the animals. Our services will be needed as much or more
than ever before.
Another issue are the many calls we get from people who find themselves
older now, and their horse is a Senior too. The reasons differ - some people are
physically unable to take care of their aging equine. Others call because they are
struggling with their own end of life issues and trying to ensure their horse’s safety
in continuum. At times the equine needs special care that is beyond their financial
capability to provide. What to do with Dobbin in his Twilight Years?
The need for more services for elderly horses and the small 5 acre parcel of
land we currently operate on force us to face the fact - we need more room. And
so we are looking at adding property to FCER. We’d like to provide a peaceful
place for horses to enjoy. These horses have worked all their lives, and perhaps a
few years of retirement isn’t too much to ask. After all, Seniors need love too!
Please join us by becoming a 2016 Supporter of FCER. There are several ways you
can help - even if you’re far away from the rescue. Sponsorships, fosters, training
dollars, hay money are all essential. Advocate for horses locally,
regionally, and nationally - because while we rescues are the
“MASH” units of this war on animal abuse, without changing the
culture we will never make progress. And most of all DON’T GIVE UP!
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A Tale of Two Mares and One Foster Home
by Carol Mae Smith
I am so excited as Debbie from FCER pulls into my yard with her horse trailer and two older mares, Copper
and Tilly. I have been involved with Debbie’s Foster and Sponsor Programs for 3 years, and it’s one of the
best decisions I have ever made. My husband and I are full-time RVers, staying in the area for only a couple
months a year, which made my dream of having my own horse impossible. Thanks to these programs I have
had not just one, but 5 horses to love and nurture.
Two summers ago I fostered 2 young colts who needed halter training and socialization. I have a photo album
filled with their pictures and memories. I follow their progress with pride as they receive
additional training to prepare them for their forever homes.
Last summer when these 2 senior mares arrived, I had no idea what to expect. But I did
know with Debbie and her husband, Terry, I would have a strong support team. Both
mares had been rescued from abusive situations, thin and malnourished. Copper was confined in a pen for so long that the manure was literally 4 feet high. Standing in her own
muck 24 hours a day had rotted her hooves. With such cruel backgrounds, I assumed they
would be wary, but after exploring their new environment, they came to me without hesitation, nickering softly.
The months of care they have received at FCER is evident in
healing hooves, shining coats and a proud stance. I am charged with continuing
their rehabilitation, including a special diet, treating Copper’s hooves, and the
best part - grooming. Relaying my progress report to Debbie, we both agree that
Copper has the potential to be a good riding horse.
It had been 30 years since I had ridden, and I was apprehensive. As I mounted for
the first time, Copper turned her head toward me with a knowing look, seeming
to say, “you do your job and I’ll do mine.” With her head held high and ears
pricked forward, she steps out with a confidence coursing through her that is
contagious. I am delighted when she responds to my directions like a show
horse! Our ride becomes a grand adventure.
I wanted to write this article to encourage others to participate in the Foster Program or the Sponsorship
Program at FCER by taking horses in or sponsoring them at the center. It takes so little to do but many lives
are changed. Mine had been - one of the best decisions I ever made!
Footnote - Since Carol wrote this article in the summer of 2015 both Copper and Tilly have found their forever home
TOGETHER with Ryan in Bayfield, Colorado. We can’t thank Carol and Larry enough for the time, money, energy and
love they poured into these 2 older mares. Copper came from a hoarder in our area while Tilly was a stray from the
Taos area. Although these 2 girls had been together only a
couple months at FCER they were so bonded you would
have thought they had been together for many years. Tilly is
blind in one eye and relies heavily on Copper to lead the
way. To find a home that is willing to take not just one, but
two older mares is next to impossible. Thanks to Carol and
Larry these older ladies were healed and able to move on to
their forever home together. And Thanks to Ryan for being
willing to give them their Twilight Years.
Left - Copper and Tilly explore their new pasture at Ryan’s
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2016 Membership Drive

The Story of Dusty
Last October we got a complaint about a skinny horse. When
we checked, sure enough, we found a skinny horse. And an
elderly veteran with Stage 4 brain cancer. His wife isn’t in
good health either. They are doing their best, but they know it
is not enough. While there, we are told stories about how
they used to ride Dusty in the mountains and what a good
horse he is. Originally a race horse, he had come to them after an injury on the track ended his racing career. For many
years he had proven himself a wonderful mount and a trusted
riding partner. Could we take him, they ask? And so a tearful
good-bye is shared whilst we load him into our horse trailer. We invite them to come and visit Dusty whenever they’d like, but they decline. It would be too painful, the wife says. And with that, Dusty enters a new
phase of his life.
Dusty is about 23 years old. He’s sound, alert, and gentle. His teeth are mostly missing. He’s a big horse - almost 17 hands high. And boy - can he eat! After 4
months he’s still getting 3 mashes a day. We’re battling
cold weather which slows the rehab process. But he’s
going to be just fine.
Thank you for helping Dusty!
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Slaughter Update
What’s happening with horse slaughter? With the immediate threat of a horse slaughter plant opening in the
US knocked out, focus moves again to trying to get a federal law passed that would protect US horses from
being slaughtered for human consumption here or in another country. The SAFE Act (Save America’s Food
Exports) is pending legislative action. This bill - known as HR 1942 in the House or S1214 in the Senate needs your legislators’ support! If your elected representatives are not signed on as co-sponsors, please ask
them to. If they do support it, thank them. Tracking this bill is easy through www.govtrack.us. We simply
cannot become complacent! The horses are only safe until the next federal budget is working its way through
Congress. Then it will be all too easy for horse slaughter proponents to insert language funding the inspections. If that happens, we’re back to square one with the threat of a slaughter house opening on US soil a
very real possibility. The only way to ensure our horses long term protection is through passing a law!
DON’T GIVE UP!

The Ugliness that is Horse Tripping and Horse Goring
Horse Tripping is an abomination! We’ve been raising awareness on this awful pastime for a couple years now.
Still legal in 4 states - Colorado, Utah, Wyoming and Washington and largely unenforced in others. Visit our
website for more information on this horse cruelty issue and how you can help!
Never heard of horse goring? Me either until last year. It is beyond comprehension how anyone can call this
“sport”. Bulls are actually trained to gore horses. In the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico this is technically illegal
but corrupt public officials allow it to continue. Your Vacation Dollar could speak volumes on this issue. Let’s
make it clear to the Mexican Ambassador to the US that our “tourista dollars” can go elsewhere. Check out
what you can do on our website.

Mail to: Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 Road 3334
Aztec, NM 87410

Thank You!
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Thanks to our Sponsors

Comin’ In
Apple - 4 yr QH
Annie - 16 yr Arab/
QH
Dusty - TB

Home for Valentine’s Day
Alphie to the Frost Family (left)
Nugget to Nick in Pagosa (right)

Thanks to

Big R
&

Zebadiah’s Restaurant
For Displaying Donation Jars for FCER!

Four Corners Equine Rescue
22 Road 3334
Aztec, NM 87410
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FCER Mission Statement
Four Corners Equine Rescue is an all volunteer non-profit group dedicated to the rescue of horses from perilous situations, their
rehabilitation, and their adoption into good, loving homes. We will assist wherever, whenever we can to help a horse that needs
rescuing. We believe that horses hold a special place in God’s world, and that helping them is a noble effort. We further dedicate ourselves to educating people on the care, medical needs, and other aspects of good horse ownership, thereby improving
the lives of the horses and their owners.

FCER is a nonprofit 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax-deductible.

Call 505-334-7220 or e-mail: fcernm@gmail.com
We’re also on the web at: www.fourcornersequinerescue.org
You may have seen a horse making a strange expression
where it curls its upper lip and bares its teeth into a wide
grin. This makes the animal look like it’s laughing. In reality,
this is part of a special nose-enhancing technique called a
flehmen response.
Horses pull this amusing face in order to direct scents floating in the air toward special olfactory glands that are located at the end of the horse’s nasal passage. The lip-curling
and the slight tilting of head help the horse to waft these
smells toward these glands. The horse isn’t laughing at you, it’s just trying to determine
whether or not you smell bad.

Horses
Need Love Too!

