
 

 Equine Evaluation  
Horse:Cosmo___ Completed by: Mary Beth Bandy 

Date:3/22/2011- 3/31/2011 
1. Horses Health: Horse was brought to trainer in good health. 

 

2. Body Score:6 (Based on Hennecke Body Score 1-9 with 5 ideal)  

 

Numbers on this scale are based on 5 being the best and 1 being the 

worst.  

3. Ground Work:  

a. __ 3  Walking while being led.  

b. ___5__ Trailer Loading.  

c. ___4__ Round penning.  

d. ___4__ Yielding hind quarters.  

e. ___4__ Direct and Driving.  

f. __ 3__ Lunging.  

g. ___5__ Working with rope around feet, flanks, belly, under tail.  

h. ___4__ Lunging while dragging a tarp.  

i. ___n/a__ Lunging while dragging a log.  

j. ___4__ Doing all the above ground work while under saddle.  

k. ___4__ Doing all the above ground work while saddled and 

bridled.  

l. ___5__ Haltering & catching.  

 

4. Working under saddle:  

a. ___3__ Mounting.  

b. ___4__ Dismounting.  

c. ___3__ Suppleness side to side.  

d. ___3__ Suppleness vertically.  

e. ___4__ Yielding hind quarters.  

f. ___3__ One rein stops.  

g. __ 4__ Two handed stops.  

h. __4  _ Reining using two hands.  

i. ___4__ Reining using one hand (neck reining).  

j. ___3__ Walking relaxed and with a loose rein.  

k. ___3__ Trotting relaxed and with a loose rein.  

l. ___3__ Loping relaxed and with a loose rein.  

m. __2 __ Collection under saddle.  

n. ___3__ Collection while standing still.  

o. ___3__ Collection while walking.  

p. ___2__ Collection while trotting.  

q. ___2__ Collection while loping.  

r. ___4__ Spookiness while in arena.  



s. ___4__ Spookiness while outside on trails.  

t. ___4__ Gait transitions – walk to trot.  

u. ___4__ Gait transitions – trot to canter.  

v. ___2__ Backing.  

w. ___2__ Sidepassing.  

x. What does horse tend to spook at while on trails: Nothing in 

particular just a high power horse until he has about 20mins of 

riding. 

 

y. When does horse tend to spook: Beginning of her ride or after a 

long period of time off! Not really a spooking horse.  He is really 

fairly relaxed if he is not fresh on the trails. 

z. Level of skills rider needs to have to ride in arena: 

Intermediate/ experienced    Rider can not be afraid of speed 

 

 

 

Level of skills rider needs to have to ride on trails: 

intermediate/ experienced  

Overall score horse has before trial period: 3 

Overall score horse has after evaluation: 4 

 

Comments:  When I first started working with Cosmo, he seemed to have no ground 

manners.  I would lead him and he would rather run me over then move over!  Now he 
is better with space issues however he needs to be worked with consistently by 
handlers on this subject or he will regress back into his old habits.  He is full of 
energy and loves to go!  When I got on him he seemed to be fairly relaxed however 
when you step foot on him he is full of power.  He is the type of horse that needs just 
a little warm up before heading out on the trails so he is not so full of energy. He is a 
whole lot easier to deal with if he has had steady workp  I would recommend whoever 
is interested in this amazing boy be comfortable with a walk, trot, lope and canter. 
 
I have ridden him in a 5in snaffle and changed to a tom thumb snaffle because he 
needed a little bit of leverage in his bridle.  I changed back to the snaffle when I was 
practicing in the arena to concentrate more on flexing and giving side to side and 
vertical flexing. I would use the Tom Thumb snaffle when I was headed out on the 
trails and he did very well with this bit.  In my professional opinion this horse needs a 
few lessons to go along with the adoption to make sure everyone is matched up 
right!   


