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Frequently Asked Questions
Volunteering
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What do Volunteers do?

Volunteers are an essential part of FCER’s operation.  FCER could not operate without the dedication and hard work of Volunteers.  Volunteers help keep our residents healthy, happy, and maintain our facility.  Volunteers clean stalls and pens, water, feed, repair and replace fences, build shelters, stack hay, fundraising, community outreach and assist with whatever needs to be done around the barnyard.  And then there’s the quality time Volunteers spend with the horses themselves.  Positive interaction with people is an essential part of rehabilitating our rescued horses.  Many of the horses that come to FCER have been neglected and abused.  Rebuilding trust through care and attention is an important part of getting a horse ready for a positive future with a new family.


How old do I have to be to volunteer?
People 15 to 18 years old are welcome with parental consent.  Those under 15 must be accompanied by their volunteer parent.  All volunteers must have a signed consent form on file at the FCER office.

I don’t know much about horses, but would love to learn.  Can I still be a volunteer?

Of course!  We will help you learn basic handling and grooming. We stress safety first, 
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and start Volunteers with our most gentle horses.  We’ll also try to team you up with an experienced Volunteer to help you out.

I have experience with horses.  What can I do to help?

We welcome Volunteers with experience to help get our horses ready for new homes.  We basically follow Parelli techniques, and can provide you with materials if you are unfamiliar with his methods or just need to refresh your skills.


How can I become a Volunteer?

The first step is to complete the Volunteer Application, which is available on our website under “Forms & FAQs” or in the FCER office. Then attend the Volunteer Orientation and Training.  This consists of 3 sessions during which the new volunteer will learn basic horse handling and grooming.  The fee for the mandatory training is $25, payable when the application is submitted.  Each session will last about 2 hours.


How are Volunteers scheduled?

Volunteers dedicate an average of 10 hours or more hours a month to FCER.  Hours are flexible, and are arranged between the Volunteer and the volunteer Coordinator.
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